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. Office Action Summary 


Applicafion No. 


Applicant(s) 


Exan^tner ^ — 7^^^ v 


Group Art Unit 





— TTie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet t)eneath the conespond^Ke address— 
Period for Repty 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CTO 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timety filed after SIX (6) MOMTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty ^) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MOMTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after ttie mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
tenn adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



M Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 
[g^is action is HNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed In 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

l^laim(s). LuLol 



Of the above claim(s)- 
□ Claim(s)- 



0^laim{s)- 
□ Claim(s)- 



□ Claim{s), 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing{s) filed on 



Is/are pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
rsquirBment 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.$.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd)* 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Ortified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been naceived in Application No — 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(8) 



□ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of ReferBnce(s) Cited, PTO-892 

a Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-^94d 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Noticeof Infonmal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Claims 1, 7-14, 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japan 
05^087773. 

Applicant argues that Japan does not disclose a gas diffusion control means that controls 
the measurement gas in a manner such that the pumping current varies with the pressure of the 
measurement gas. 

This argument is non-persuasive and appears to contradict the discussion at paragraph 
0012, lines 9-1 1, of the machined-generated translation of the reference (a copy is attached for 
applicant's convenience). Japan states that the sensor's current is restricted by the oxygen density 
and the diffusion capacity of the diffusion barrier 27. The oxygen density is, of course, directly 
related to its partial pressure. Thus, it is clear that the current generated by Japan will vary in 
accordance with the pressure of the measurement gas. 

Claims 1, 7-14, 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japan '773 in view of Friese etal 5,368,713. 

Applicant merely argues that Friese does not cure the deficiencies of the primary reference 
(i.e. the diffusion control means). This is not a separate and distinct argument, and does not 
traverse the obvious combination of the references. Thus, no further comment is needed. 

Claims 15, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japan '773, 
with or without Friese etal, in view of Kato etal 5,866,799. 

Claims 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japan '773 in 
view of Friese etal and Radford etal 3,843,400. 
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Claims 3, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japan '773 in 
view of Friese etal and Kimura etal 4,224,1 13. 

Claims 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Japan '773 in 
iew of Friese etal, Kimura etal and Radford etal. 

For the four preceding rejections, applicant also merely argues that the secondary 
references do not cure the deficiencies of the primary reference. This is not a separate and distinct 
argument, and no further comment is needed. 

It is noted that in claim 12, line 2, "the first cathode" and line 4, "the second cathode" do 
not have antecedent basis. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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The examiner can be reached at 703-308-3329. His supervisor Nam Nguyen can be 
reached at 703-308-3322. Any general inquiry should be directed to the receptionist at 703-308- 
0661. A fax number for TC 1700 is 703-872-931 1. 



Ta Tung 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1753 



